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18TH ASIAN LITURGY FORUM
TOPIC “YOUTH AND LITURGY”

THAILAND
STATEMENT

IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN.

WE, THE 53 DELEGATES TO THE 18TH ASIAN LITURGY FORUM FROM CAMBODIA,
INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES, TATWAN, THAILAND AND SRI
LANKA GATHERED TOGETHER IN BAAN PHU WAAN, SAMPRAN, NAKHON PATHOM,
THAILAND ON OCTOBER 27-31, 2014 TO SHARE OUR PASTORAL EXPERIENCES
AND CONCERNS RELATED TO THE YOUTH AND LITURGY. THE SEMINARIANS AND
YOUTH MINISTERS FROM THE DIOCESES OF THAILAND ALSO PARTICIPATED IN THE
FORUM, THUS ENHANCING THE YOUTHFUL SPIRIT OF THE MEETING. WE ARE NOW
PLEASED TO SHARE SOME CONCLUSIONS FROM OUR ENRICHING AND REFRESHING
DISCUSSIONS.

THE CALL TO HOLINESS IS FOR ALL (LG, N. 40). AS WE APPRECIATE THE ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION OF THE ASTAN YOUTH IN DIVERSE WAYS IN THE LITURGY WE
ALSO RECOGNIZE THE NEED TO ATTENTIVELY LISTEN TO THEM, TO ADEQUATELY
EDUCATE AND EQUIP THEM THROUGH CATECHESIS, SETTING GOOD EXAMPLE, AND
OTHER MEANS OF GUIDANCE AND SUPERVISION TO ENABLE THEM TO EXPERIENCE
A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST IN THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS AND
OTHER SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES.

MUCH HAS BEEN DONE AND IS STILL BEING DONE TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF
THE YOUTH TODAY. HOWEVER, THE CALL FOR NEW EVANGELIZATION DEMANDS
NEW WAYS OF FACING THE NEW CHALLENGES THAT CONFRONT THEM. IN
PARTICULAR, THE LITURGY IS TO BE CELEBRATED IN A WAY THAT REALIZES FULL,
CONSCIOUS, AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AMONG THE YOUTH WITH THE HELP OF
PROPER AND ADEQUATE LITURGICAL FORMATION. MOREOVER, PASTORS AND
THOSE ENTRUSTED WITH THE CARE OF THE YOUTH SHOULD EMBODY THE JOY OF
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.



UNDENIABLY, MEDIA TECHNOLOGY HAS IMPINGED ITSELF UPON THE WORLD
OF THE YOUNG. THUS, THERE IS A NEED FOR BOTH PASTORS AND THE YOUTH TO
BE COGNIZANT OF BOTH ITS POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS IN LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS.

BUILDING ON THE INNATE CAPACITY OF ASIANS FOR CONTEMPLATION, YOUTH
MINISTERS NEED TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INTERIOR COMPONENT
OF PARTICIPATION, NAMELY, PRAYERFUL SILENCE, DISPOSITION FOR WORSHIP, AND
LISTENING WITH THE HEART ALIVE IN FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY.

IN MANY PLACES, ACTIVITIES FOR THE YOUTH LIKE YOUTH CAMPS,
FORMATION SEMINARS, PRAYER RALLIES, VIGILS, LECTIO DIVINA, TAIZE PRAYER,
RETREATS AND RECOLLECTIONS, AS WELL AS ACTS OF CHARITY HAVE PROVEN
TO BE BENEFICIAL TO THE YOUTH. CERTAIN FORMS OF POPULAR DEVOTION
AND OTHER AVENUES TO DRAW THE YOUTH CLOSER TO CHRIST IN THE LITURGY
SHOULD BE EXPLORED CREATIVELY.

YOUTH MINISTRY HAS BEEN RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD AS MINISTRY FOR, WITH,
AND BY THE YOUTH. IN HER LITURGY WITH THE YOUTH, THE CHURCH REGARDS
THEM BOTH AS RECIPIENTS AND AGENTS OF THE LITURGICAL MINISTRY. FROM
THEIR PERSONAL ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST AND VIBRANT EXPERIENCE OF BEING
CHURCH IN THE LITURGY THE YOUTH GO OUT TO THE WORLD AS JOYFUL “STREET
PREACHERS OF THE FAITH” (EG, N. 106).

RECOGNIZING THAT THE YOUTH ARE NOT ONLY THE CHURCH" S FUTURE BUT
ALSO HER PRESENT, WE, AS COMPANIONS OF THE YOUTH IN THEIR FAITH JOURNEY,
ENTRUST OURSELVES TO THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHOSE PRESENCE IN
THE CHURCH KEEPS HER FOREVER YOUNG.

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THE MOST REVEREND FRANCIS XAVIER KRIENGSAK
KOVITVANIJ, REV. FR. ANTONIO VALSECCHI, OFM CAP., REV. FR. FRANCIS CAIS, SDB,
THE CLERGY AND LAY COLLABORATORS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BANGKOK FOR
HAVING GRACIOUSLY HOSTED OUR MEETING.

THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED.



